
MEETING NOTES 

DES MOINES AREA METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (MPO) 
CENTRAL IOWA BICYCLE-PEDESTRIAN ROUNDTABLE 

February 21, 2017          MPO Office, Burnham Room 
12:00 PM.           Des Moines, Iowa 

Roundtable Attendees Present: 
Scott Atzen, City of Altoona 
Tony Filippini, Ames Area MPO 
John Peterson, Citizen 
Mark Arentsen, City of Bondurant 
Todd Seaman, City of Clive 
Jenny Richmond, City of Des Moines 
Luke Parris, City of Norwalk 
Madeline Sturms, City of Pleasant Hill 
Dan Lane, City of Polk City 
Kevin James, City of Urbandale 
Zac Bales-Henry, City of Windsor Heights 

Jeremy Lewis, Bike Collective 
Carl Voss, Bike Collective 
Andrea Boulton, INHF 
Jeff Davidson, Keep Iowa Beautiful 
Loren Lown, Polk CCB 
Adam Fendrick, Polk CCB 
David Fliehler, Shive Hattery 
Butch Niebuhr, Bolton and Menk 
Jared Morford, CITA 
Jeff Cook, Friends of CVT 
Clifford Leonard, Citizen

Roundtable Staff Present: 
Mike Armstrong, Associate Transportation Planner 

1. Call to Order
The February 21, 2017 Roundtable meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m.

2. Introduction
3. Approval of Agenda
4. Approval of the Roundtable’s January 17, 2017 Meeting Notes
5. PRESENTATION: Clive Greenbelt Master Plan

Todd Seaman introduced Pat Boddy, and Ryan Peterson of RDG, who presented on the recently 
completed Clive Greenbelt Master Plan. Recognizing the trail’s importance as both a local and 
regional asset, RDG presented on the structure and content of the plan as well as how it relates 
and impacts the work of the Roundtable. The plan covers a number of topics including 
stormwater and floodplain management, connecting the trail to the community, health impacts, 
economic development opportunities, and social connections. 

The Roundtable is encouraged to look at the full document and use it as a resource when 
considering trail design, relevant policies, water management strategies, and similar projects. 
Clive is representative of many challenges the entire region is facing and this document can 
provide a starting point for future conversations.  

The full e-book is available on the Clive website at: 
http://www.cityofclive.com/businesses/economic-development/clive-greenbelt-master-plan 

6. DISCUSSION: Trail Counter Update
Staff presented on updates to the trail counter program. The newly purchased counters will
arrive shortly and will be ready for the spring. The MPO is also conducting an inventory of
existing counters in use, and looks for members to disclose the condition of any MPO, CIRTPA, or
locally owned counters currently in place. The MPO will also look to update the overall counter
program and look to evolve the system from a first-come first-served program to more strategic

http://www.cityofclive.com/businesses/economic-development/clive-greenbelt-master-plan


 

plan for placing and rotating counters throughout the region. Finally, the MPO is preparing its 
annual trail use report and requests that anyone with relevant data please send it to MPO staff.  

 

7. INFORMATION: Bike and Ride Data 
8. Other Non-Action Items of Interest to the Committee 

The Roundtable shared info on several topics. The first is that the City of Des Moines is 
looking to hire a transportation planner position. It has proceeded through the budget 
process and looks like it will make it in the upcoming city budget. The second topic was a 
request for an update on the Great Western Trail/Veteran’s Parkway project. Current 
knowledge suggests that the project will not touch the existing trail or its current buffer. 
The new road will go north of the existing buffer and has been title E2. The City 
Manager Tom Hadden suggested that he would work with the business community to 
seed money for ongoing trail maintenance funding. Existing trail crossings may be 
expanded in the future, but at this time it does not seem like there will be any new 
crossings proposed. Concerns were raised about safety of crossings with increased 
street traffic. More information was not available as West Des Moines was not present 
for the meeting.  

 
9.  Project Updates 

 The Bike Collective provided an update on state legislation around bicycling. 
Safe passing language remained alive in HB 130 and SB235. 

 Urbandale has bids out for Colby Woods trail 

 Polk County Conservation has a let date for the Ackelson Trail 

 Perry is hosting an economic development conference at the end of March and 
will host the August 25-26 American Discovery Trail meeting 

 Ames is adding four bicycles to their fleet 

 Windsor Heights will have a final reading for their comprehensive plan, which 
includes sidewalk plan and trail hub development 

 
10.  Future Agenda Items 
11.  Next Roundtable Meeting Date 

The next meeting will 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 21, 2017, at the MPO office. 
 

12.  Adjournment 
The February 21, 2017 Roundtable meeting adjourned at 1:00 PM. 


