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Artwork ‘Wading Bridge,’ pulled early, showed dynamics of the river
The temporary public art installation ‘Wading Bridge’ by New York-based artist Mary Mattingly will not be
reinstalled in the Raccoon River in Water Works Park.
The temporary public art installation, a dock off the riverbank that was partially submerged so people could walk in
the water, had to be pulled to land last week in response to the flood-stage water levels caused by significant
rainfall in the Raccoon River watershed. Organizers had planned to keep ‘Wading Bridge’ in the water through
Sunday, August 9, but opted not to reinstall it out of respect for the time of the volunteer installation crew.
“We certainly learned a lot about the river, which was the artist’s key objective,” said Jessica Rowe, director of the
Greater Des Moines Public Art Foundation. “I am most excited that this public art project nurtured wider strategies
for residents and visitors to explore their relationship with this important natural resource. ‘Wading Bridge’
opened a lot of people’s eyes and illustrated just how much rain runs straight into the river, like a gutter, because
we’ve redesigned the land around it to not hold and absorb rainwater. This initiative emphasized that the river’s
volatility will be a challenge as we try to reconnect with our river town roots.”
The public art installation was aimed at engaging the community in a conversation about the future of the
waterways and nearby greenways in Greater Des Moines. The public is being asked for ideas for approximately 150
miles of the region’s waterways as part of a regional water trails master plan being developed by the Des Moines
Area Metropolitan Planning Organization.
The Des Moines Area MPO, the Greater Des Moines Public Art Foundation, Des Moines Water Works Park
Foundation, National Endowment for the Arts and the Iowa Arts Council, a division of the Iowa Department of
Cultural Affairs, funded the public art project. The art installation river was made possible by the generous
volunteer work of Michael LaValle, president of Port of Des Moines, LLC, and Tim Monson of Shuck-Britson.
The public can share their ideas for improving the region’s waterways in an interactive online game, available at
watertrails.designmydsm.com. Additional details about the planning process, the launch and community events
can be found at dmampo.org/water-trails.

The Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) acts as a regional forum to ensure coordination between the
public and local, state, and federal agencies in regard to planning issues and to prepare transportation plans and programs. The
MPO develops both long- and short-range multimodal transportation plans, selects and approves projects for federal funding
based upon regional priorities, and develops methods to reduce traffic congestion. www.dmampo.org
The Greater Des Moines Public Art Foundation, established in 2004, recognizes that art belongs not just in galleries and
museums, but in streetscapes, parks, buildings and infrastructures of a thriving community. Dedicated to envisioning,
developing, advancing and promoting public art projects, the Public Art Foundation collaborates with local entities and artists
to engage, inspire and enrich the lives of residents and visitors to the community. The goal is to increase awareness of our
community as a world-class destination for public art. www.dsmpublicartfoundation.org
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