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A shared vision for our rivers, creeks and greenways. 
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Water Trails & Greenways

Vision: The water trails and greenways of Greater Des Moines will be a 
natural haven, healthy ecosystem, signature recreational destination, 
economic driver, and community focal point that welcome people of all ages, 
abilities, interests, incomes, and cultures to connect with their rivers, creeks 
and greenways.

Mission: Ever mindful of future generations, our mission is to cooperate 
across political boundaries, cultures and recreational uses to accentuate and 
ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜƴǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜ 
potential as a multifaceted centerpiece for a vibrant and dynamic region. 
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Water Trails & Greenways: Project Phases

Existing Conditions Report ςComplete
State of the Rivers Report

Vision and Goals - Complete
Draft Plan ςComplete
Master Plan ςFall 2016

Public Input ςMajor input opportunities throughout 
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WHAT ARE WATER TRAILS?

!ƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΧΦ



Variety of User 
Experiences



DRAFT WATER TRAILS & GREENWAYS PLAN
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Organization

Booklets

ÅGoals/Strategies/Policies

Å7 river and creek segments

ïHigh level recommendations

ïMaps

ïProject lists

ïCreative writing



Greater Des Moines Water Trails & Greenways Plan

150 miles of waterways
36% of floodplain 

protected

22 govts.

13 paddle carry 
down accesses

15 fishing nodes

23 soft trails

18 wading areas
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Raccoon River

Å31 miles

ÅTale of two rivers ς
rural and urban

Å24% in public 
owndership

ÅMulti-day paddling 
trips
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Raccoon River: Van Meter to I35
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Raccoon River: I-35 to downtown
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Des Moines River

Å65 miles

Å41% in publically 
owned land along

ÅWooded to urban to 
wild

ÅMost visible

ÅSections highly used
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Des Moines River: 
Hwy 210 ςBotanical Garden
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Des Moines River:
Downtown ςLake Red Rock



Carry-down/Boat Access Points
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Raccoon River:
63rd Street (north side)
Water Works Park ς2 (add and improve)
Downtown Des Moines (north side)

Des Moines River:
RiverpointPlace
Prospect & Birdland (improve)
Downtown
Harriet Street (improve)



Economic Development Hubs

RiverpointPlace
Birdland Marina/Union Park
Downtown Des Moines
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Redevelopment Hubs
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Re-imagine Prospect Park, 
Birdland Marina, Union Park,  
Botanical Garden
Harriet Street Boat Access
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Hallett Quarry Restoration
Maffitt and adjoining WW property
Walnut Woods
.ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ²ƻƻŘǎ
Raccoon River Park
Water Works Park
DǊŀȅΩǎ [ŀƪŜ tŀǊƪ

Raccoon River 
Regional Park
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Ding Darling Greenway
McHenry/Riverview Park
Prospect/Crocker Woods
Birdland Marina/Union Park
Botanical Garden

Ding Darling Regional Park
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Downtown Des Moines to Lake Red Rock

Des Moines River
Regional Park
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Establish greenway between Harriet Street boat access 
and Yellow Banks Park

Des Moines River
Regional Park



Des Moines & Raccoon Rivers
Fishing Access & Aquatic Habitat
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Water Works Park
DǊŀȅΩǎ [ŀƪŜ Park
Downtown 
RiverpointPlace
Prospect Park
Birdland Marina
Harriet Street Access



Des Moines & Raccoon Rivers, Fourmile Creek
Wading, Discovery, Play
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Water Works Park
DǊŀȅΩǎ [ŀƪŜ Park
Riverview Park
Birdland Marina/Union
Botanical Garden
Downtown
Harriet Street
Fourmile Community Center



Des Moines & Raccoon Rivers, Fourmile Creek
Trail Connections, Soft Trails and Pedal/Paddle Opportunities
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Å Soft trails
Å Pedal/Paddle opportunities
Å Pedestrian connections from parks/trails along the river to 

the river
Å Creative shuttling opportunities



Des Moines & Raccoon Rivers, 
Fourmile an Walnut Creeks

Interpretation, Wayfinding, Marketing
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Des Moines & Raccoon Rivers
Rentals/Liveries

dmampo.org/water-trails

Water Works Park
DǊŀȅΩǎ [ŀƪŜ Park
Downtown
RiverpointPlace
Birdland Marina



Des Moines & Raccoon Rivers
Programming ςclasses and events
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Raccoon River Regional Park
Beauty & Respite
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Des Moines & Raccoon Rivers
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Historical Roots



Water Works Park
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Master Plan:
Å Circuit
Å Access points (2)
Å Dam mitigation
Å Fish cleaning station
Å BcycleHub



Public Art
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Shoreline Restoration & Watershed Improvements
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