
Transit Trends

Mobilizing Tomorrow committed to enhancing multimodal transportation options throughout the region while furthering 
the health, safety, and well-being of all residents. Between the completion of Mobilizing Tomorrow and the end of Fiscal 
Year 2016, the Des Moines Area Regional Transit Authority (DART) has made strides to increase service frequency, 
access, availability, and the passenger experience of the transit network in the Greater Des Moines area. Mobilizing 
Tomorrow focused on three key measures to monitor the performance of transit as part of the multimodal transportation 
network within the Greater Des Moines area.

Performance Measures:
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MEASURE DATA 2050 TARGET GOAL ACTUAL TREND

AVERAGE AGE OF 
FLEET (YEARS)

FY 2014: 8.18
6 YEARS 10%

FY 2016: 9.04

VEHICLES BEYOND 
USEFUL LIFE

FY 2014: 22%
0 12% (PP)

FY 2016: 34%

TOTAL RIDERSHIP
FY 2014: 4.7 M.

8.8 MILLION 2%
FY 2016: 4.8 M.

(Source: DART )

Commute by Transit
Based on the most recent American 
Community Survey (ACS) data, 
the percentage of workers 16 years 
and over commuting to work via 
public transit ranges from less than 1 
percent to approximately 20 percent 
at the block group level, shown right. 

(Source: U.S Census 
Bureau, 2010-2014 
American Community 
Survey (ACS) 5-Year 
Estimates)

The commute share of public 
transit will need continued 
growth to achieve Mobilizing 
Tomorrow’s goal of reducing 
single-occupancy commuting.  DRAFT
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In October 2016, DART publised the Draft DART Forward 2035 Update, a five-year update to guide the “vision for public 
mobility and transit service in the Greater Des Moines region.”1 The draft plan identifies potential service changes that 
would increase the  frequency, access, and availability of service while also providing improved ridership experience and 
flexibility. The table below, from the plan, shows the three service recommendations compared to the current DART 
network. 

DART Forward 2035 Update

DART Forward evaluated 
existing DART service with 
a data-driven approach 
that informed the three 
service recommendation 
shown in the table. During 
the public and stakeholder 
engagement process, 
DART completed three 
surveys including a Non-
Rider Survey. 

Non-Riders

84%
of respondents 

believe transit is 
important to a 

thriving community

Freeway Rapid Transit
One approach for future transit highlighted in the draft 
plan is freeway rapid transit using managed lanes or 
roadway shoulders. These approaches have been utilized 
in other cities to bypass congested travel lanes improving 
the timeliness of service.

Mobility Hubs
As generational demands impact travel behavior, mobility 
hubs can offer increased access to shared vehicles to support 
first and last mile trips. Incorporating bike- and car-sharing 
can reduce the cost of transportation while still providing 
mobility options for all citizens.

Transit stations 
along the 
center of the 
freeway offer 
a rapid transit 
alternative 
when paired 
with managed 
lanes. (Source: 
DART Forward 2035 
Update, p. 33)

Mobility hubs 
connect transit 
to shared 
modes of 
transportation 
to meet travel 
demands of 
the sharing 
economy. 
(Source: DART 
Forward 2035 
Update, p. 36-7)

 (Source: DART Forward 2035 Update, p. 47)

1 DART Forward 2035 Update, p. 7
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