




October 2, 2017 

Elaine L. Chao 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington D.C. 20590 

SUBJECT: LETTER OF SUPPORT- DES MOINES AREA METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION INFRA GRANT 

APPLICATION 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

The Des Moines Area Transload Facility project is vital to the transportation and economy of the Greater Des Moines 

region with global reaching impacts. The project includes the construction of a transloading facility on the east side of 

the City of Des Moines. This facility will have access to three Class I railroads and one Class II railroad, and will provide a 

vitai-connection between Central Iowa and our coastal ports. Transloading opportunities are currently lacking in Central 

Iowa and major businesses within the region have indicated that they would utilize such a facility. The facility would also 

spur additional development from businesses that desire to export and import goods via rail. 

The development of the Des Moines Transload Facility aligns closely with the goals and performance measures of 

Mobilizing Tomorrow, the regions long-range transportation plan. Specifically, goals that relate to reducing congestion 

on roadways, and providing alternative freight transportation options to shippers in the region. The Des Moines 

Transload Facility supports these goals by improving the safety of our roads and strengthening the regional economy. 

Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations has a large tire manufacturing facility in Des Moines and distributes agricultural 

and forestry tires from two locations in Des Moines to customers around the world. Having freight infrastructure in the 

area provides options for shippers including Bridgestone. 

Based on the factors listed above, Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations offers this letter of support for the Des Moines 

Area Metropolitan Planning Organization application for funding and encourages your favorable consideration of this 

application. 

Sincerely, 

{Ltk/4/-
John Wahlert 

Logistics Supply Chain Manager 

Agricultural Tire U.S. & Canada Commercial Tire Sales Division 

Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations 

1825 NE 66'" Avenue 

Des Moines, Iowa 50313 









 
Operations 
701 First Street 
Clayton, Iowa 52049 
(563) 964-2860
(563) 964-2616 fax

Accounting 
701 King Street  - Box 670 

Fayette, Iowa 52142 
(563) 425-3568

fax (563) 425-4090 

March 22, 2018 

 To whom it may concern;

Pattison Sand Company is enthusiastic about the prospect of your Des Moines Transload 

facility and we are very willing to sign a Letter of Intent based upon what we know to date. 

Our intent is to have you serve over 1,000 rail cars of high quality crushed stone products 

annually. We produce Class E rip rap, Class 3i concrete stone, type A asphalt stone, Class A 

road stone, and numerous other products meeting the highest Iowa DOT specifications. 

Pattison Sand Company is a second generation family business with a large mining operation 

at Clayton, Iowa employing over 300 people working 24/7, year around.  In addition to high 

quality rock we also mine silica sand and frac sand for the oil and gas industry. We ship year 

round by rail with the company’s 1,900 rail cars. We operate our own transload operations in 

Everly, Cylinder, Centerville, Atlantic, and Wiota, Iowa plus Winnebago, Minnesota. We are in 

the process of adding 4 to 7 more transload facilities in Iowa this year for our crushed stone 

sales. Even though these small town sites at least two of them will handle over 1,000 rail car 

loads this year. Last year we tested the Des Moines market by bringing in over 600 rail cars of 

crushed stone to a West Des Moines site and most all was promptly sold. 

We understand the transload business for crushed stone and can assure you of over 1,000 rail 

cars annually for the Des Moines market at the agreed upon costs of over $ 400 per car. This 

volume is a market penetration of less than 1-1/2% of the total volume for crushed stone for 

Metro Des Moines.  Pattison has an experienced and aggressive sales force covering this 

market territory. We continue to grow sales each year. 

We are anxious to see you start construction of the Des Moines Transload facility so we can 

sell crushed stone in the Metro Des Moines area as soon as possible. 

Sincerely, 

Kyle Pattison 

Visit our web site at www.pattisonsand.com 








