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DISTRACTED DRIVING

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you are all aware, Iowa already has a no texting law.  However, while it sounds straight forward, from an enforcement stand point, it is extremely difficult for officers and deputies to decipher whether or not a driver is texting, manually dialing a telephone number, etc.  And at the end of the day, no matter the purpose of the electronic device use while driving, a driver does not have their eyes on the road or their hands on the wheel.  A Hands Free bill was drafted and proposed during the 2020 session.  As Covid-19 entered the scene, you can imagine that a prioritization process needed to take place.  So, unfortunately, the hands free bill was tabled.  However, we have full intentions of reintroducing it during the 2021 session and have high hopes that it will be successful.  Ideally, at the end of the next legislative session, Iowa will be turning the same color as Illinois on this map.  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Speeding issues seems to be rising nearly as quickly as the spread of Covid.  In the spring, with vehicle miles traveled down significantly, seemingly due to the general public heeding the advice to stay home, it seemed as if traffic safety statistics were going to benefit tremendously.  However, as we know now, all it really meant, was that our risky drivers had more open spaces and less obstacles in their way, allowing them to travel at high rates of speed much easier.  This is not an Iowa specific issue, it is a rising problem across the nation.  In an effort to combat this issue, GTSB has developed a data driven speed specific project targeting five corridors in the state.  The map on this slide was compiled by the Center for Transportation Research and Education at Iowa State.  You’ll notice it is quite colorful………….but what I would draw your attention to are the roadways on the map that are black.  The map key tells us that while the other colored roadways have a crash density as specified, the black segments have a speed related crash density of three times or more when compared to other segments.  The black segments are what steered GTSB when it came to soliciting partnerships for this project.  The Sheriff’s Offices in Cerro Gordo, Jasper, Lee, Plymouth and Warren counties were approached and they’ve all agreed to get on board with this project.  The Iowa State Patrol will also participate in the respective counties mentioned.  The contracts will allow our partners to focus solely on speed by providing them overtime dollars for enforcement, educational presentations, and media contacts.  GTSB is looking forward to the launch of these projects this fiscal year and we look forward to tracking and evaluating its impact, in hopes to reproduce it on a much larger scale.  



DECEMBER DRIVE SOBER OR GET PULLED OVER CAMPAIGN

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The December campaign has an impaired driving focus.  GTSB has 234 contracts with law enforcement partners statewide.  Many of our 147 sTEP agencies (Special Traffic Enforcement Program) have allocated overtime dollars to participate in these enforcement waves and additionally a large majority of our 87 non sTEP agencies participate as well.  The waves are typically strategically timed to occur on and around a holiday throughout the calendar year. Let your friends and families know that from December 18 – January 1, 2021, they can expect to see increased visibility of our law enforcement!  



OCCUPANT PROTECTION
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Every year, GTSB partners with the University of Iowa’s Injury Prevention Research Center to conduct an annual child passenger safety observational survey.  The slide is providing you with a side by side of the results from last year in comparison to this year’s findings.  It is telling us that: �In the one year olds and younger age group = compliance is up 0.4% - not terribly surprising, as I believe most people know and understand that by law, they must have their baby in a car seat, and caregivers are doing a great job in this age group.For our 2-5 year olds = compliance is up 2.6% - I think it is fantastic that this age group had this significant of a jump in compliance.  I believe the messaging of keeping kiddos rear facing longer as well as the importance of booster seats for kids after they’ve outgrown a harness system, has spread well and caregivers have caught on to this education.  Now for our 6-13 year olds = compliance is down 2.7% - unfortunately I am not surprised by the decrease of this age group, or that of the oldest kids observed either (click to activate red boxes around 14-17 year olds). 14-17 year olds = compliance for these “invincibles” is down 6.9%Our educational efforts for caregivers on a proactive level (prenatally, discharge at the hospital after birth, well-child checks through toddlerhood, etc.) are outstanding.  As kids get older, child passenger safety and occupant protection tends to fall off the educational radar a bit.  In Iowa, on a child’s 6th birthday, it is legal for them to be secured in a vehicle by a seatbelt alone – no booster required, and the seatbelt is required regardless of their seating position within the vehicle.  So even in the back seat, they are required by law to wear a seatbelt.  That holds true by law through the age of 17.  I am convinced though, that caregivers are unaware of this part of our law and I believe that there this a large window of opportunity for education as it relates to this issue.  Our current law also potentially suggests that once a vehicle passenger turns 18, they are safe in the back seat of a vehicle without a seatbelt, as this is the age at which our law “stops” requiring belts in the back seat.  However……..(advance to next slide)  



OCCUPANT PROTECTION

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I am happy to report that another legislative agenda item for 2021 will (again) be the All Occupant Restraint bill.  This would require a rear-seat vehicle occupant to wear a seatbelt, regardless of age.  If successful, we would be joining our neighbors in Minnesota, Wisconsin and Illinois, who have already been successful in passing this legislation and protecting ALL of their passengers.  Stay tuned for developments on this as the session begins. 



FATALITY REDUCTION TASK FORCE
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Unfortunately, Iowa fatalities continue to trend in the wrong direction.  Iowa’s long term goal and campaign is Zero Fatalities.  The shorter term goal for several years now, has been Under 300.  As 2020 began, fatality counts seemed fairly “normal” in comparison to the same months in 2019.  When Covid hit and recommendations to stay at home were put in to place, vehicle miles traveled dropped significantly and our fatalities did as well.  As this trend continued for Iowans, our fellow NHTSA Region states (Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska and Arkansas) were not experiencing the same, nor were various other areas of the nation.  It became clear that while vehicle miles travelled were down, those that were still out on the roadways fall into the risky driver category.  Like I mentioned earlier with speed, the cars out there are driving faster, not uncommonly impaired on top of the speed, risky drivers not buckling up and so on.  Soon enough, Iowa’s fatality count was on the rise and at a fairly rapid pace.  So in and effort to focus solely on Iowa’s traffic fatalities and vehicle crashes, GTSB has been asked to convene and moderate a task force of key stakeholders.  The group held its first meeting on November 19th.  The goal of the group was to strategically identify key priority areas with corresponding projects that can be achieved and completed in 2021.  They were successful and are moving forward with various groups focusing on Legislation, Enforcement, Engineering, Education and an Other category.  A couple of recommendations have already surfaced – in the Education group – an effort to standardized Iowa’s Driver’s Education curriculum and an example in Enforcement is to identify some specific dates in 2021 in which LE statewide will participate in a specific project.  Stay tuned for developments!



LIFESAVERS CONFERENCE 2021

https://lifesaversconference.org/registration/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Registration fee is $275.00.  As for the 2021 GTSB Conference, we are currently evaluation the situation.  In the event that it is indeed held in person, the location with be in Des Moines.  

https://lifesaversconference.org/registration/


BE SAFE AND STAY HEALTHY!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is my contact information.  If you have any questions at all, please feel free to reach out!  I hope you all have a safe and healthy holiday season!  
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