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Central Iowa Bicycle-Pedestrian Roundtable 
*************************** 

12:00 p.m., Tuesday, August 17, 2021 
Burnham Room, MPO Office 

420 Watson Powell, Suite 200, Des Moines, IA (*online) 
*************************** 

MINUTES 
  

 

Roundtable Attendees Present 

Colby Fangman, City of Des Moines 

Jeff Wiggins, City of Des Moines 

Mindy Moore, Snyder and Associates 

Ryan Weimold, Story County Conservation 

John Peterson, Citizen 

Jeff Cook, Friends of CVT 

Jenifer Bates, Shive Hattery 

Eric Holt, Shive Hattery 

Jeremy Lewis, Street Collective 

Mike Armstrong, Street Collective 

Jared Morford, Iowa Bicycle Coalition 

Carl Voss, Street Collective 

Loren Lown, Citizen 

Dave Millburn, Johnston Trailblazers 

 

 

 

 

 

MPO Staff Present 

Sreyoshi Chakraborty 

 

1. Call To Order – 12:00 PM 

 

2. Introductions 

 

3. VOTE:  Approval of Agenda 

 

4. VOTE:  Approval of May 18, 2021 Meeting Minutes 

 

5. PRESENTATION: Johnston Trail Development Efforts, Dave Milburn, Johnston Trailblazers  

 
Dave Millburn provided an update on Johnston’s efforts in improving their trail development efforts to 

better connect Johnston to the surrounding Central Iowa trails. Currently, it is challenging if one is trying 

to get to the Central Iowa trails on a bike from Johnston. A group called Johnston Trailblazers have been  
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meeting over the past few months. The goals of this group is to better connect Johnston to the 

surrounding regional trail system, improve safety, wayfinding and promote creation of Bike and Water 

Trailhead at Merle Hay and I-80. They have received support from the AARP and helped secure $15,000 

grant funding for wayfinding improvements. Dave shared the wayfinding design concept developed. 

    

6. UPDATE: 2021 Bike Month, Mike Armstrong, Street Collective 

Mike from Street Collective announced that September is being celebrated as Bike Month this year 

instead of May with a variety of community events, rides, and fundraising efforts planned for the entire 

month. Most events are outside. Several new events are planned this time. All information and a 

calendar of events are available on their Facebook page as well as on their website at  

https://www.dsmstreetcollective.org/bike-month-sept. In the future there are plans to include 

pedestrian and transit related activities in addition to bikes only. 

 

7. DISCUSSION: Motorized Devices on Trails Follow-up Discussion, Roundtable 

The discussion regarding the issue of allowing motorized devices such as one wheelers on trails was 

recapped again. Roundtable members saw a demonstration last month to see how they performed on 

the trails. The general preference so far has been to develop a criteria-based allowance rather than a 

blanket policy across the board. The Des Moines Trails and Greenways Committee is also looking at 

this issue and saw a demo as well. Some residents have also reached out to City of Des Moines to ask 

about being able to commute on these on the trails. One of the demonstrators indicated they sell about 

10 of these a week. Therefore there is expectation for this conversation to continue. All the different 

policies out there should be talking to each other.  

 

8. UPDATE: MPOs Permanent Trail Count Program, MPO 

The MPO kicked off its permanent trail counter program earlier this year and programmed funding to   

install three permanent multi use counters. Those counters have now been installed – one along Copper 

Creek Lake on GLW Trail, the second on CVT north of I-80, and the third on HTT north of Ankeny. 

MPO staff shared count data that is uploaded daily. The MPO has also secured $24  , from the 

Wellmark Foundation for installation of the next 5 counters. Staff will work with communities to finalize 

the next five locations for installation of the counters over the next few months. The MPO also intends 

to make available these counts through an interactive map so it is easily accessible to anybody who might 

need the count data. 

https://www.dsmstreetcollective.org/bike-month-sept
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9. Other Non-Action Items of Interest to the Committee 

o MPO might seek comments on improving/tweaking the TAP application 

questions before the next funding cycle 

o Upcoming events and webinars were presented 

o There will be a session on Micromobility at the upcoming Iowa APA Conference 

in October. It is being held in Des Moines this year so might be of interest to 

some 

 

10. Project Updates 

 

City of Des Moines – Bill Riley Trail Underpass was completed mid July, Meredith Trail landslide 

between 7th and 9th Street bridges is nearly complete and expected to be open in September for Bike 

Month, work around Principal Riverwalk wrt levy improvements is starting to wrap up in the Spring 

of 2022, the John Pat Dorian and Carl Voss Trail on the east side of the River will be impacted by 

the levy improvements and then they’ll jump back to phase B on the north side. 

 

For those that are interested in the connection between the High Trestle Trail and RRVT, 

construction on the next two phases has begun, two phases are complete and construction on next 

two have begun, working on fundraising for the rest. 

 

11. Future Agenda Items 

• Send to Sreyoshi 

 

12. Next Roundtable Meeting Date: 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 21, 2021 – Online,  

        will likely go to in person with hybrid option from October 

 

13. Adjournment 

 


