
The established protocol for minutes of this meeting will be to list all attendees, and with each item on which a vote is conducted in the ordinary course in order to take formal action, those voting 
nay or abstaining will be identified by name. Any member who is absent from the meeting for any period of time during which a vote of the body is taken, is expected to notify the recording secretary 
at the conclusion of the meeting so that the absence can be duly noted in the minutes.  Roll Call votes will be taken as required by law or upon the request of any member that is approved by the 
chair, and the vote of each member for or against the proposition, or abstention, will be incorporated in the minutes or recorded on a separate sheet attached to the minutes. 

The MPO receives federal funding and may not discriminate against anyone on the basis of race, color, or national origin, according to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  For more information 
or to obtain a Title VI Complaint form, visit www.dmampo.org/title-vi/ or call 515-334-0075. 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
Executive Committee 

– 
11:30 a.m., March 8, 2022 

Des Moines Area MPO Burnham Conference Room 
–  

TENTATIVE  
1. Call To Order
2. VOTE:  Approval of Agenda
3. VOTE:  Approval of Meeting Minutes ......................................................................................... Page 3 

• Approve the February 8, 2023, meeting minutes.
4. CONSENT and VOTE: Approval of the Financial Statement ....................................................... Page 7 
5. CONSENT and VOTE: Contracts and Expenses ........................................................................... Page 8 
6. Public Comment of MPO Actions ............................................................................................... Page 9 
7. REPORT and VOTE: FY 2022 Audit  ........................................................................................... Page 10 

• Discussion regarding the final version of the FY 2022 Audit; consider approval.
8. REPORT and VOTE: FY 2024 Unified Planning Work Program and Budget Draft .................... Page 11 

• Discussion on the draft work program and budget for FY 2024; consider approval.
9. REPORT and VOTE: Water Trails BUILD Grant Payment Approval .......................................... Page 13 

• Discussion regarding the Application for Partial Payment No. 2 for the Water Trails BUILD grant
project; consider approval.

10. REPORT and VOTE: Federal Fiscal Year 2022 Excess Funding .................................................. Page 19 
• Report and discussion on the award recommendation for Federal Fiscal Year 2022 excess

Surface Transportation Block Grant Program funds.
11. REPORT: DC List and Community Projects ............................................................................... Page 21 

• Report on development of the annual DC List and on Rep. Nunn’s request for Community
Projects.

12. REPORT: Employee Handbook .................................................................................................. Page 22 
• Report and discussion regarding the Des Moines Area MPO Employee Handbook.

13. REPORT: Policies and Procedures Manual ............................................................................... Page 23 
• Report and discussion regarding the Des Moines Area MPO Policies and Procedures manual.

14. REPORT: Purple Heart Highway Update ................................................................................... Page 24 
• Update on the process to redesignate IA 5/ US 65 Freeway Corridor to an Interstate.

15. REPORT: Water Trails Update  .................................................................................................. Page 25 
• Update on efforts related to the use of the BUILD Grant for water trails.

16. REPORT: Legislative Update ...................................................................................................... Page 26 
• Update on the key legislative issues that impact the MPO member governments.

17. REPORT: Upcoming Events ....................................................................................................... Page 27 
18. Other Non-Action Items of Interest to the Committee
19. Next Meeting Date – April 12, 2023, at 11:30 a.m.
20. Adjournment
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AGENDA REPORT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

 
March 2023 

Item No. 3 
 

ISSUE: Approval of Meeting Minutes 
 

VOTE:  Consider approval of the February 8, 2023, MPO Executive Committee meeting minutes. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 

The minutes of the February 8, 2023, MPO Executive Committee meeting is included on the 
following pages.  
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Approve the minutes of the February 8, 2023, MPO Executive Committee meeting. 
 
STAFF CONTACT: 

 
Tracey Deckard, tdeckard@dmampo.org  
(515) 334-0075 
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MEETING MINUTES 
Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
11:30 a.m., Wednesday, February 8, 2023 
Des Moines Area MPO | Virtual Meeting 

 
The MPO Executive Committee held a hybrid live/virtual meeting at 11:30 a.m. on February 8, 2023, at the Des Moines 
Area MPO office and via Zoom. MPO staff emailed agenda packets to the MPO Executive and members on February 3, 
2023.  In addition to these published tentative minutes, there also may be additional meeting notes on file with the 
MPO staff that are public records and available upon request as provided by law.  These tentative minutes reflect all 
action taken at the meeting. 
 

Executive Members Present: Staff Present: 
Bob Andeweg | City of Urbandale Todd Ashby | Executive Director 
Matthew McKinney | City of West Des Moines Dylan Mullenix | Assistant Director 
Ted Weaver | City of Clive Andrew Collings | Principal Planner 
Stephanie Riva | City of Norwalk Allison van Pelt | Senior Planner 
Ruth Randleman | City of Carlisle Tracey Deckard | Office Manager 
Frank Cownie | City of Des Moines Lucas Young | Senior Planner 
Joe Gatto| City of Des Moines Aspen Pflanz | Associate Planner 
Jeff Walters | City of Polk City Rhonda Miller | Accountant 
Tom Hockensmith | Polk County Scott Brennan | MPO General Counsel 
Russ Trimble | West Des Moines Others Present: 
Dean O’Connor| City of Altoona Clifford Leonard |Public 
Andy Loonan | IDOT  
Executive Members Absent:  
Mark Holm | City of Ankeny  
  

 
1.  Call to Order 

MPO Chair Bob Andeweg called the February 8th meeting to order at 11:31 a.m. A quorum was present.  
 

2.  Approval of Agenda 
MOTION: A motion was made by O’Connor and seconded by Hockensmith to approve the February 8, 

2023, Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization Executive Committee meeting 
agenda. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

3.  Approval of Meeting Minutes 
MOTION: A motion was made by Murray and seconded by Hockensmith to approve the January 

meeting minutes. 
                     MOTION CARRIED              

 
4.  Approval of Contracts and Expenses 

Executive Director presented. Recommend approval of payment to Iowa State University Institute of 
Transportation Research in the amount of $15,000.00, which was included in the current budget.  Murray 
asked questions about the MPO Policies and Procedures for payments.   

 MOTION: A Motion was made by O’Connor and seconded by Cownie to approve the payments.  
Murray voted no.  

                     MOTION CARRIED     
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5.  Draft Fiscal Year 2022 Audit  

Dave Ellis from Denman & Company presented.    Murray asked numerous questions regarding the audit. 
Discussion ensured regarding various portions of the audit. 

  REPORT AND DISCUSSION ONLY.   
 

6.  Contract for Travel Demand Model Consultant Services 
Assistant Director presented.  Recommend approval of a contract with HDR, Incl, for an update to the 
MPO’s Travel Demand Model.  Estimated cost to be around $71,561.00.  Discussion ensued.  

 MOTION: A motion was made by Weaver and seconded by Gatto to approve the contract with 
HDR for Travel Demand Consultant Services.  

                     MOTION CARRIED  
 

7.  Polk County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 
Assistant Director presented.  Recommend approval for the MPO staff to pursue the Polk County Hazard 
Mitigation Plan RFP.  Murray had additional questions and concerns that this work is beyond transportation.  
Hockensmith indicated he supported this work.  O’Connor expressed concerns that the MPO shouldn’t bid 
on these types of projects.   
No Motion was made on this item.   

 
8.  Green Iowa AmeriCorps Opportunity 

 Executive Director presented.  Recommend approval for the MPO to become a host site for the Resilient 
Iowa Communities Branch of the Green Iowa AmeriCorps program.    

 MOTION: A motion was made by Gatto and seconded by O’Connor to approve the MPO 
proceeding with the process to become a host site for the Resilient Iowa Communities 
Branch of their Green Iowa AmeriCorps program.   

                     MOTION CARRIED  
 

9.  Election of Calendar Year 2023 Officers 
Planning Manager presented.  Recommend approval of the Nominating Committee’s slate of officers for 
CY 2023.  The recommendation is that the same officers serve another calendar year.   

 MOTION: A motion was made by Gatto and seconded by O’Connor to approve the slate of officers 
for CY 2023.  

                     MOTION CARRIED  
 

10.  FFY 2023-2026 Transportation Improvement Program Amendments 
Planning Manager presented.  Recommend approval of the proposed Federal Fiscal Year 2023-2026 
Transportation Improvement Program amendment from the City of Des Moines.   

 MOTION: A motion was made by Gatto and seconded by Riva to approve the Federal Fiscal Year 
2023-2026 Transportation Improvement Program amendment from the City of Des 
Moines. 

                     MOTION CARRIED  
 

11.  MPO Appointment to SUDAS Board of Directors.   
Executive Director presented.  Recommend reappointment of Mark Mueller as the MPO representative 
on the Statewide Urban Design and Specifications Board of Directors.   

   MOTION: A motion was made by Gatto and seconded by Hockensmith to reappointment of Mark 
Mueller as the MPO representative on the Statewide Urban Design and Specifications 
Board of Directors.    

                     MOTION CARRIED  
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12.  Iowa DOT 2019-2023 Safety Performance Targets (PM1) 
 Staff presented.  Recommend approval of the Iowa DOT 2019-2023 Safety Performance Targets (PM1) 

 MOTION: A motion was made by Hockensmith and seconded by O’Connor to approve the Iowa 
DOT 2019-2023 Safety Performance Targets (PM1).                     

 MOTION CARRIED  
 

13.  Iowa DOT 2022-2025 Pavement and Bridge Performance Targets (PM2) 
Staff presented.  Recommend approval of the Iowa DOT 2022-2025 Pavement and Bridge Performance 
Targets (PM2) 

 MOTION: A motion was made by Gatto and seconded by Hockensmith to approve the Iowa DOT 
2022-2025 Pavement and Bridge Performance Targets (PM2)           

 MOTION CARRIED  
 

14.  Iowa DOT 2022-2025 System and Freight Performance Targets (PM3) 
 MOTION: A motion was made by Gatto and seconded by Hockensmith to approve the Iowa DOT 

2022-2025 System and Freight Performance Targets (PM3)           
 MOTION CARRIED  

 
15.  Fiscal Year 2023 2nd Quarter Budget Report 

Staff presented.  Update on the 2nd quarter expenditures for Fiscal Year 2023.   Murray requested 
additional detailed information be provided each month.   Additional discussion.  
Report and discussion only.  
 

16.  Fiscal Year 2024 Unified Planning Work Program and Budget Development 
 Assistant Director presented.  Update on community-wide and regional greenhouse gas inventories.   

Gatto requested clarification of proposed scenarios regarding hours.  Murray requested additional 
information regarding direct and indirect costs, Discussion of MIPA and CIRPTA contracts. Additional 
lengthy discussion ensured.   

 Report and discussion only.  
[12:22 Riva leaves the meeting] 
 

17.  Follow-Up on January 12 MPO Special Meeting 
Executive Director presented.  Discussion of various legal opinions that have been presented regarding 
the MPO 28E.  Lengthy heated discussion ensued.   
Report and discussion only.   
 

 [1:08 Cownie leaves the meeting] 
 

 [Hockensmith leave the meeting 1:22 p.m.] 
[no longer have quorum] 
 

18.  FFY 2024-2027 Transportation Improvement Program Development  
Item skipped. 

 
19.  Safe Streets and Roads for All Grant Award Announcement 

Assistant Director announced receipt of Grant Award.  
 

20.  Purple Heart Highway Update 
Item skipped 
 

21.  Water Trails Update 
 Item skipped.  
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22.  Legislative Update 

 Item skipped.  
 

23.  Upcoming Events 
 Information only.   

 
24.  Other Non-Action Items 

None.   
 

25.  Vote- MPO Policy Agenda 
No quorum.  Will obtain approval for MPO Policy Agenda via direct contact with absent members.  Those 
who did vote to approve the Policy Agenda include Weaver, Murray, O’Connor, Gatto and Andeweg.  

 MOTION: A motion was made by Gatto and seconded by O’Connor to approve the draft agenda. 
 MOTION CARRIED 

 
26.  Next Meeting Date 

 March 8, 2023, beginning at 11:30. 
 

27.  Adjournment 
Hearing no objection to the contrary, the Chair adjourned the Executive Committee meeting at 1:39 p.m. 

6



 

© FY 2022 Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization  Please call (515) 334-0075 to obtain permission for use. 

AGENDA REPORT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

 
March 2023 

Item No. 4 
 
ISSUE: Approval of Financial Statement 
 

VOTE:  Consider approval of the February 2023, MPO Financial Statement. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 

The February 2023 MPO Financial Statement will be provided prior to the meeting.   
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Approve the February 2023 MPO Financial Statement.  
 
STAFF CONTACT: 

 
Rhonda Miller, rmiller@dmampo.org  
(515) 334-0075 
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AGENDA REPORT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

 
March 2023 

Item No. 5 
 
ISSUE:  Contracts and Expenses 

 
CONSENT and VOTE: Consider approval of the following expenses in accordance with the MPO’s 
proposed policies and procedures regarding contracts and expenses.   
 

BACKGROUND: 
 

Below is an expense that exceed the limits set by the MPO’s policy and procedures regarding 
expenditures.  
 

VENDOR PURPOSE NOTES/INFORMATION AMOUNT 
REQUESTED 

Denton’s Davis 
Brown Legal Fees 28E Agreement review.  $5,733.00 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Recommend approval of the above expense.   
 

STAFF CONTACT: 
 

           Todd Ashby, tashby@dmampo.org  
(515) 334-0075 
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AGENDA REPORT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

 
March 2023 

Item No. 6 
 
ISSUE: Public Comment of MPO Actions 
  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Opportunity for public comment on actions taken by the MPO board.  
  
BACKGROUND: 
  

The MPO’s Public Participation Plan provides an opportunity for the public to comment on items 
on the agenda.   

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
  

None.  Public comment only. 
  

STAFF CONTACTS: 
  

Todd Ashby, tashby@dmampo.org 
(515) 334-0075 

  

9

mailto:tashby@dmampo.org


 

© FY 2022 Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization  Please call (515) 334-0075 to obtain permission for use. 

AGENDA REPORT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

 
March 2023 

Item No. 7 
 
ISSUE: Draft Fiscal Year 2022 Audit 
  

REPORT and VOTE:  Consider approval of the final Fiscal Year 2022 Audit. 
 
BACKGROUND: 

 
Denman & Company has completed the Fiscal Year 2022 Audit of the MPO’s Finances.  The MPO 
staff has reviewed the initial findings of the report and found no instances of noncompliance with 
federal requirements.  The MPO’s Finance Subcommittee, Executive Committee, and Policy 
Committee all received presentations from Denman & Company at their February meetings.   
  
The FY 2022 Audit is available to view on the MPO’s website (click to access).  
  
Future Actions 
 The Fiscal Year 2022 Audit will be filed with the State of Iowa by the April 1, 2023, 

deadline. 
 The Fiscal Year 2022 Audit will be filed with the Federal Audit Clearinghouse. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Committee Action: Finance Subcommittee approved the audit at its February 28, 2023, meeting 
(meeting notes available here). 
 
Recommend approval of the Fiscal Year 2022 Audit.   

 
STAFF CONTACT: 

 
 Todd Ashby, tashby@dmampo.org;  
 (515) 334-0075 
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AGENDA REPORT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

 
March 2023 

Item No. 8 
 
ISSUE:  Fiscal Year 2024 Unified Planning Work Program and Budget Development 

 
REPORT and VOTE: Consider approval of the Fiscal Year 2024 Unified Planning Work Program and 
budget.  
 

BACKGROUND: 
 

MPO staff has continued to develop the Fiscal Year 2024 Unified Planning Work Program (FY 2024 
UPWP) and budget, which will document all planning activities the MPO will perform from July 1, 
2023, through June 30, 2024.  The Iowa Department of Transportation (DOT) requires the UPWP 
to describe the MPO’s proposed planning activities – including task objectives, previous work, 
project descriptions, and work products – as well as the budget and funding sources to carry out 
the planning activities.  The Iowa DOT requires the MPO to submit a draft UPWP by April 1, 2023, 
and a final UPWP by June 1, 2023.   
 
The MPO staff solicited input from member governments and participating agencies on planning 
tasks for inclusion in the UPWP and has incorporated those suggestions into the draft document.  
Staff will continue to update the work program based on comments received.   
 
The draft FY 2024 UPWP is available on the MPO website (click to access).  
 
In February, MPO staff presented budget scenarios to the Finance Subcommittee, Executive 
Committee, and Policy Committee for feedback.  These scenarios differed depending on which of 
the MPO’s existing contracts continue in FY 2024.  Based on feedback received, MPO staff 
developed a draft UPWP and budget.  The draft FY 2024 budget assumes that: 
 
 The MPO’s existing contracts with the Story County Housing Trust Fund and the Central 

Iowa Housing Trust Fund cease at the end of FY 2023. 
 MIPA assumes the contracts with the Story County Housing Trust Fund and Central Iowa 

Housing Trust Fund. 
 The MPO continues its contract with the Central Iowa Regional Transportation Planning 

Alliance (CIRTPA) and the Mid-Iowa Planning Alliance for Community Development 
(MIPA) 

 
Future Actions 
 MPO staff will submit the FY 2024 UPWP and budget to the Iowa DOT by April 1st. 
 Iowa DOT will provide comments to MPO staff by May 1st. 
 MPO staff will revise the document per Iowa DOT comments and any additional MPO 

board direction. 
 A final UPWP and budget will be on the May agendas for approval. 
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AGENDA REPORT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 
Committee Actions:  
 Finance Subcommittee approved the draft UPDWP at its February 28, 2023, meeting 

(meeting notes available here). 
 Technical Committee approved the draft UPWP at its March 2, 2023, meeting. 

 
Recommend approval of the draft Fiscal Year 2024 Unified Planning Work Program and Budget 
for submission to the Iowa DOT for their review. 
 

STAFF CONTACT: 
 

           Dylan Mullenix, dmullenix@dmampo.org  
(515) 334-0075 
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AGENDA REPORT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

 
March 2023 

Item No. 9 
 
ISSUE:  Water Trails BUILD Grant Payment Approval 

 
REPORT and VOTE: Consider approval of the Application for Partial Payment No. 2 for the Water 
Trails BUILD grant project.  
 

BACKGROUND: 
 

Snyder & Associates has submitted the Application for Partial Payment No. 2.  The payment 
application has been reviewed by Polk County and has received their concurrence with the 
$14,398.68 amount.   
 
The Application for Partial Payment No. 2 is included on the following pages.   

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 
Recommend approval of the Application for Partial Payment No. 2.   
 

STAFF CONTACT: 
 

           Todd Ashby, tashby@dmampo.org  
(515) 334-0075 

 
  

13

mailto:dmullenix@dmampo.org


14



15



16



17



18



 

© FY 2022 Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization  Please call (515) 334-0075 to obtain permission for use. 

AGENDA REPORT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

 
March 2023 
Item No. 10 

 
ISSUE: Federal Fiscal Year 2022 Excess Funding 
 

REPORT: Discussion regarding the Federal Fiscal Year 2022 excess Surface Transportation Block 
Grant Program funds. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 

The MPO’s Excess STBG Funding Policy requires staff to review the excess funding that is available 
in the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (DOT) Final Apportionment year.  This number is the 
difference between the amount that the MPO awarded to projects in the FFY compared to the 
final target provided by the Iowa DOT. 
 
In FFY 2021, the MPO awarded $13,874,000 in STBG funding.  The Final apportionment of FFY 
2021 was $12,977,392.  The FFY 2021 balance is -$896,608.  In FFY 2022, the MPO awarded 
$13,243,000 in STBG funding.  The Final apportionment in FFY 2022 was $15,411,259.  The FFY 
2022 balance is $2,168,259.   
 

FY 2022 Excess Funding 
 

FFY 2021 Balance -$896,608 
FFY 2022 Balance $2,168,259 
FFY 2022 Excess Funding Available $1,271,651 

 
 

According to the MPO’s Excess STBG Funding Policy, staff will provide the Funding Subcommittee 
with a list of eligible projects that are included in the last three years of the current Transportation 
Improvement Program.  The Funding Subcommittee will develop a recommendation on how to 
award the Excess funding at their March 9, 2023, meeting.    
 
Included, on the following page, is a list of projects that are eligible for excess STBG funding.    

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

None. Report and discussion only. 
 

STAFF CONTACT: 
 

Zach Young, zyoung@dmampo.org  
(515) 334-0075 
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TPMS# Project Sponsor Project Title Award Amount Project Cost  % Awarded

39393 Des Moines Southeast Connector‐SE 30th Street to US 65 $11,284,000 $41,000,000 28%

35476 Des Moines Intelligent Transportation Systems Upgrade Phase 4 $500,000 $1,500,000 33%

45474 Polk City N. 3rd Street Reconstruction, Trail, and Overlay $893,000 $1,955,000 46%

45478 Polk County Bridge Replacement of Bridge No. 3618 $350,000 $525,000 67%

40171 Polk County Bridge No. 6633 Bridge Replacement $600,000 $900,000 67%

45475 Windsor Heights 73rd Street Reconstruction – Phase 1 $2,250,000 $10,000,000 23%

36675 Des Moines
Walnut Street Des Moines River Bridge Replacement (Water 

Street to E 1st Street)
$1,400,000 $21,500,000 7%

45479 Altoona 8th St. SW Reconstruction – Phase 2 $2,250,000 $5,900,000 38%

45473 Clive Interstate 35 / Interstate 80 /   US Highway 6 Interchange $2,500,000 $76,160,000 3%

45477 Des Moines Fleur Drive Bridge over the Raccoon River $2,000,000 $3,000,000 67%

48651 Des Moines Intelligent Transportation Systems Upgrade ‐ Phase 5 $500,000 $1,500,000 33%

52464 Des Moines Douglas Avenue Corridor Improvements $2,250,000 $10,000,000 23%

48650 Grimes S James Street Improvements $500,000 $7,040,000 7%

40200 Polk County BR 6721 $600,000 $900,000 67%

48656 Polk County BR 6676 Bridge Replacement $550,000 $800,000 7%

48649 Urbandale Meredith Drive Preservation Project $500,000 $1,850,000 27%

52463 Ankeny West First Street Widening and Improvements ‐ Phase 2 $1,151,500 $6,500,000 18%

22143 DART DART Bus Replacements and BCycle Station Replacement $4,082,000 $5,581,970 73%

52455 Des Moines ITS Upgrade ‐ Phase 6 $1,500,000 $3,000,000 50%

52456 Des Moines University Avenue Bridge Rehabilitation $1,750,000 $3,000,000 58%

52465 Grimes SE 37th Street PCC Pavement Reconstruction $500,000 $5,191,000 10%

Polk County NE 23rd Ave/Easton Blvd Reconstruction Project $1,500,000 $5,950,000 25%

Polk County Polk County BR‐6668 $500,000 $900,000 56%

52466 Waukee Alice's Road Replacement $750,000 $19,850,000 4%

FFY 2025

FFY 2024

FFY 2026

FFY 2022 Excess STBG Funding ‐ Eligible Projects
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AGENDA REPORT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

 
March 2023 
Item No.11 

 
ISSUE: DC List and Community Projects 
  

REPORT: Development of DC List and request for information from members.  
  
BACKGROUND:  
  

Staff is preparing for DMDC 2023, the annual trip to Washington DC that is organized by the 
Greater Des Moines Partnership. This year’s trip is May 10-12.   

 
Each year, the MPO works with its member governments to develop a list of priority 
transportation projects to be discussed with Iowa’s Congressional delegation during the trip to 
Washington DC. This year, the MPO’s “DC list” is returning to its roots and including only projects 
that are actively seeking funding, along with any important policy initiatives.  

 
Request 1: Please let MPO staff know if you have a project seeking federal funding that should be 
on the DC list.  Please include a project name, project summary, total project cost, funding amount 
being requested, and desired funding source if applicable.   

 
In a related process, the office of Congressman Zach Nunn is seeking local community project 
funding requests for FY24. Although the House rules for FY24 funding requests have not been 
released, his staff have begun the process of collecting preliminary information about funding 
requests.   

 
Request 2: For consideration, please complete the attached form and submit the form and any 
additional attachments (not required) to IA03NunnCommunityProjects@mail.house.gov no later 
than March 7, 2023.    

 
Request 3: Please send us a copy of your submission, so we can keep tabs on the requests being 
made. Transportation-related projects will be added to the DC list.    

  
RECOMMENDATION:  
  

None. Report only.  
  
STAFF CONTACT:  

  
Gunnar Olson, golson@dmampo.org;  
(515) 334-0075  
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AGENDA REPORT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

 
March 2023 
Item No. 12 

 
ISSUE:  Employee Handbook 

 
REPORT: Discussion regarding the Des Moines Area MPO Employee Handbook. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 

The Des Moines Area MPO Employee Handbook is designed to help acquaint MPO employees 
with the key policies, procedures, and benefits that apply to working at the Des Moines Area MPO.   
 
The Executive Committee has requested that staff provide an overview of the Employee 
Handbook.  Staff will provide this overview at the March Executive Committee meeting.  
 
The Employee Handbook is included on the MPO website (click to access).  
 
Future Actions 
 The Employee Handbook will be presented for review at the April Executive and Policy 

Committee meetings;  
 The Employee Handbook will be presented for approval at the May Executive and Policy 

Committee meetings;  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 
None. Report and discussion only.  
 

STAFF CONTACT: 
 
            Todd Ashby, tashby@dmampo.org;  
 (515) 334-0075 
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AGENDA REPORT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

 
March 2023 
Item No. 13 

 
ISSUE:  Policies and Procedures Manual 

 
REPORT: Discussion regarding the Des Moines Area MPO Policies and Procedures Manual. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 

The Des Moines Area MPO Policies and Procedures Manual is designed to detail the policies and 
procedures that guide activities at the MPO.   
 
The Executive Committee has requested that staff provide an overview of the Policies and 
Procedures Manual.  Staff will provide this overview at the March Executive Committee meeting.  
 
The Policy and Procedures Manual will be provided prior to the March Executive Committee 
meeting.  
 
Future Actions 
 The Policies and Procedures Manual will be presented for review at the April Executive 

and Policy Committee meetings;  
 The Policies and Procedures Manual will be presented for approval at the May Executive 

and Policy Committee meetings;  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 
None. Report and discussion only.  
 

STAFF CONTACT: 
 
            Todd Ashby, tashby@dmampo.org;  
 (515) 334-0075 
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AGENDA REPORT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

 
March 2023 
Item No. 14 

 
ISSUE: Purple Heart Highway Update 

 
REPORT: Update regarding the process to redesignate Iowa Highway 5 / US Highway 65 Freeway 
Corridor to an Interstate.  

 
BACKGROUND: 

 
Staff are continuing to work with the Greater Des Moines Partnership and other stakeholders to 
promote the Highway 5/US Highway 65 interstate designation.  Staff will provide a full update at 
the March meeting.  

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

None. Report and discussion only.  
 

STAFF CONTACT: 
 

Gunnar Olson, golson@dmampo.org  
(515) 334-0075 
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AGENDA REPORT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

 
March 2023 
Item No. 15 

 
ISSUE: Water Trails Update 
  

REPORT:  Discussion regarding the execution of the BUILD Grant for Central Iowa Water Trails. 
 
BACKGROUND: 

 
Staff is continuing to work with project partners to develop the Downtown Dam Mitigation and 
User Access Project and will provide an update at the March meeting. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

None. Report and discussion only.  
 

STAFF CONTACT: 
 

Todd Ashby, tashby@dmampo.org 
(515) 334-0075 
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AGENDA REPORT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

 
March 2023 
Item No. 16 

 
ISSUE: Legislative Issues Update 
  

REPORT:  Standing item to discuss Federal and State legislative issues.     
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
Standing item to allow the committee to discuss any legislative (federal or state) items of interest. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

None. Report and discussion only.    
 

STAFF CONTACT: 
 

Dylan Mullenix, dmullenix@dmampo.org;  
(515) 334-0075 
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AGENDA REPORT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

March 2022 
Item No. 17 

ISSUE:  Upcoming Events 

REPORT: Report on upcoming events of regional interest. 

BACKGROUND: 

Staff will highlight upcoming events, trainings, and other opportunities of interest to 
representatives of MPO member governments.  2023 events include:  

March 
9: America Walks: Walking, Biking, and the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law - What You and Your 
Community Need to Know – Virtual @ 1pm 
17: APA Planning Webcast Series: Advancing Large-Scale Climate Resilient Projects through 
Planning and Financing: HUD-DOT perspectives – Virtual @ 12pm 
23: APA-IA Planning on Tap: Active Transportation – Virtual @ 3pm 
26-29: League of American Bicyclists: 2023 National Bike Summit – Washington, DC & online

April 
1-4 – APA National Planning Conference  – Philadelphia, PA
26-28 - APA National Planning Conference – Virtual

May 
15-18: NACTO Designing Cities Conference – Denver, CO

July 
23-26: 13th TRB International Conference on Low Volume Roads – Cedar Rapids, IA

RECOMMENDATION: 

None. Report and discussion only.  

STAFF CONTACT: 

Allison van Pelt, avanpelt@dmampo.org; 
(515) 334-0075
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	February Executive Committee minutes.pdf
	1.  Call to Order
	MPO Chair Bob Andeweg called the February 8th meeting to order at 11:31 a.m. A quorum was present.
	2.  Approval of Agenda
	3.  Approval of Meeting Minutes
	4.  Approval of Contracts and Expenses
	Executive Director presented. Recommend approval of payment to Iowa State University Institute of Transportation Research in the amount of $15,000.00, which was included in the current budget.  Murray asked questions about the MPO Policies and Procedu...
	5.  Draft Fiscal Year 2022 Audit
	Dave Ellis from Denman & Company presented.    Murray asked numerous questions regarding the audit. Discussion ensured regarding various portions of the audit.
	6.  Contract for Travel Demand Model Consultant Services
	Assistant Director presented.  Recommend approval of a contract with HDR, Incl, for an update to the MPO’s Travel Demand Model.  Estimated cost to be around $71,561.00.  Discussion ensued.
	7.  Polk County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update
	Assistant Director presented.  Recommend approval for the MPO staff to pursue the Polk County Hazard Mitigation Plan RFP.  Murray had additional questions and concerns that this work is beyond transportation.  Hockensmith indicated he supported this w...
	No Motion was made on this item.
	8.  Green Iowa AmeriCorps Opportunity
	Executive Director presented.  Recommend approval for the MPO to become a host site for the Resilient Iowa Communities Branch of the Green Iowa AmeriCorps program.
	9.  Election of Calendar Year 2023 Officers
	Planning Manager presented.  Recommend approval of the Nominating Committee’s slate of officers for CY 2023.  The recommendation is that the same officers serve another calendar year.
	10.  FFY 2023-2026 Transportation Improvement Program Amendments
	Planning Manager presented.  Recommend approval of the proposed Federal Fiscal Year 2023-2026 Transportation Improvement Program amendment from the City of Des Moines.
	11.  MPO Appointment to SUDAS Board of Directors.
	Executive Director presented.  Recommend reappointment of Mark Mueller as the MPO representative on the Statewide Urban Design and Specifications Board of Directors.
	12.  Iowa DOT 2019-2023 Safety Performance Targets (PM1)
	Staff presented.  Recommend approval of the Iowa DOT 2019-2023 Safety Performance Targets (PM1)
	13.  Iowa DOT 2022-2025 Pavement and Bridge Performance Targets (PM2)
	Staff presented.  Recommend approval of the Iowa DOT 2022-2025 Pavement and Bridge Performance Targets (PM2)
	14.  Iowa DOT 2022-2025 System and Freight Performance Targets (PM3)
	15.  Fiscal Year 2023 2nd Quarter Budget Report
	Staff presented.  Update on the 2nd quarter expenditures for Fiscal Year 2023.   Murray requested additional detailed information be provided each month.   Additional discussion.
	Report and discussion only.
	16.  Fiscal Year 2024 Unified Planning Work Program and Budget Development
	Assistant Director presented.  Update on community-wide and regional greenhouse gas inventories.
	Gatto requested clarification of proposed scenarios regarding hours.  Murray requested additional information regarding direct and indirect costs, Discussion of MIPA and CIRPTA contracts. Additional lengthy discussion ensured.
	Report and discussion only.
	[12:22 Riva leaves the meeting]
	17.  Follow-Up on January 12 MPO Special Meeting
	Executive Director presented.  Discussion of various legal opinions that have been presented regarding the MPO 28E.  Lengthy heated discussion ensued.
	Report and discussion only.
	[1:08 Cownie leaves the meeting]
	[Hockensmith leave the meeting 1:22 p.m.]
	[no longer have quorum]
	18.  FFY 2024-2027 Transportation Improvement Program Development
	Item skipped.
	19.  Safe Streets and Roads for All Grant Award Announcement
	Assistant Director announced receipt of Grant Award.
	20.  Purple Heart Highway Update
	Item skipped
	21.  Water Trails Update
	Item skipped.
	22.  Legislative Update
	Item skipped.
	23.  Upcoming Events
	Information only.
	24.  Other Non-Action Items
	None.
	25.  Vote- MPO Policy Agenda
	No quorum.  Will obtain approval for MPO Policy Agenda via direct contact with absent members.  Those who did vote to approve the Policy Agenda include Weaver, Murray, O’Connor, Gatto and Andeweg.
	Motion Carried
	26.  Next Meeting Date
	March 8, 2023, beginning at 11:30.
	27.  Adjournment
	Hearing no objection to the contrary, the Chair adjourned the Executive Committee meeting at 1:39 p.m.




