
DES MOINES AREA MPO
Special Policy Committee Meeting

March 23, 2023



APPROVAL OF AGENDA



March 23, 2023, Agenda

1. Call to Order
2. VOTE: Approval of Agenda
3. VOTE: Approval of Meeting Minutes  
4. PUBLIC COMMENT on MPO Actions 
5. REPORT and VOTE: Priority Project List for Greater Des Moines Partnership D.C. Trip
6. REPORT and VOTE: FFY 2023-2026 Transportation Improvement Program Amendments
7. REPORT and VOTE: Water Trails BUILD Grant Payment Approval
8. REPORT: EPA Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Opportunity
9. REPORT: Upcoming Events
10. Other Non-Action Items of Interest to the Committee
11. Next Meeting Date – April 20, 2023 – 4:00 p.m. 
12. Adjournment



APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES



PUBLIC COMMENT ON MPO ACTIONS



PRIORITY PROJECT LIST FOR GREATER DES 
MOINES PARTNERSHIP D.C. TRIP



Annual DC List

• DMDC 2023, the annual trip to Washington DC organized by the Greater Des 
Moines Partnership, is May 10-12.

• MPO is working with member governments to develop a list of priority 
transportation projects to be discussed with Iowa’s Congressional delegation.

• This year, the DC list is returning to its roots and including only projects that are 
actively seeking funding, along with any important policy initiatives.

• An email seeking projects for the list was send to the Transportation Technical 
Committee and Policy Committee on Feb. 14.

• Draft list was included with agenda.
• Deadline to submit was March 17
• With Policy approval, it will be sent to the Greater Des Moines Partnership for 

inclusion in the overall policy book.





Other funding requests
COMMUNITY PROJECT FUNDING REQUESTS

Altoona 8th St. SW Reconstruction $4.5 million

Bondurant Grant Street South / Central District 
Stormwater improvements

$6.5 million

Bondurant 10th St. SW Bridge Replacement and NE 
64th St. upgrade

$5 million

Des Moines NE 23rd St. / Easton Blvd. Reconstruction $25 million

HIRTA Winterset Bus Storage Building $3.6 million

HIRTA Knoxville Bus Storage Building $3.6 million

Polk City, 
Polk County Conservation

Trail Connection -- Neal Smith to High 
Trestle

$831,000



Other funding requests
OTHER FUNDING REQUESTS
DART Operations and Maintenance 

Facility
FTA Bus and Bus 
Facilities

$44.5 million

Des Moines Airport Terminal Various

Clive, Urbandale, Iowa 
DOT

I-35 interchange with Hickman Various

Des Moines and 
Pleasant Hill

SE Connector RAISE $25 million

Johnston, Polk County, 
Iowa DOT 

Highway 141 improvements RAISE $25 million

Waukee University Ave. improvements RAISE $25 million

Windsor Heights 73rd St Reconstruction RAISE $14.1 million



General Policy
GENERAL POLICY

Future 435 – Interstate Designation for 5/65 corridor

New East Polk County Interchange



FFY 2023-2026 TRANSPORTATION 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM AMENDMENTS



FFY 2023-2026 TIP Amendments

 The following Community Funding project requests need to be amended 
not the FFY 2023-2026 Transportation Improvement Program as 
illustrative projects:



FFY 2023-2026 TIP Amendments

Sponsor: Bondurant 
Project: 10th Street SW Bridge Replacement and NE 64th Street Upgrade
Federal Aid Amount: $5,000,000
Total Cost: $17,975,000
Type of Funding: Community Project Funding
Change: Add and illustrative project to the FFY 2023-2026 Transportation 
Improvement Program. 



FFY 2023-2026 TIP Amendments

Sponsor: Des Moines
Project: NE 23rdStreet/Easton Blvd. Reconstruction
Federal Aid Amount: $2,500,000
Total Cost: $11,000,000
Type of Funding: Community Project Funding
Change: Add and illustrative project to the FFY 2023-2026 Transportation 
Improvement Program. 



WATER TRAILS BUILD GRANT PAYMENT 
APPROVAL



Water Trails BUILD Grant Payment Approval

 Snyder & Associates has submitted the Application for Partial Payment No. 3  

 The payment application has been reviewed by Polk County and has received their 
concurrence with the $446,040.58 amount. 

 Pay items include: 

 Access and staging (1 percent of total contract) 

 Clearing and grubbing 

 Recommend approval of Partial Payment No. 3



EPA CLIMATE POLLUTION REDUCTION 
GRANT OPPORTUNITY



EPA Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Opportunity

 Phase I of this program offers $3 million to each state and $1 million to the 67 
most populous U.S. MSAs to aid the development of plans to reduce GHGs
 Phase II of this program includes $6 billion in implementation grants (competitive)

 Each state is asked to accept the grant aid or decline by March 31

 If State of Iowa declines, the $3 million would be split and offered to the 3 most 
populous MSAs in the state 
 $1 million each in alignment with 67 most populous MSAs allocation

 Each MSA will need a Lead Agency to be regional grant recipient
 MPOs are eligible agencies



DSM/WDM MSA Counties:

Guthrie
Dallas
Polk

Jasper
Madison
Warren



EPA Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Opportunity

 EPA encourages eligible entities to develop or, where applicable, revise their 
existing climate plans consistent with the following programmatic priorities:
 Improve understanding of current and future GHG emissions so that state and local governments can prioritize actions that reduce 

such emissions
 Adopt and implement ambitious policies and programs to reduce GHG emissions and accelerate decarbonization across multiple 

important sectors (e.g., industry, electricity generation, transportation, commercial and residential buildings, agriculture/natural and 
working lands, and waste and materials management)

 Collaborate closely with other entities in their state, region, municipality, and/or air district to develop coordinated plans based on 
best practices.

 Explore opportunities to leverage sources of funding and financing from the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022, Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law of 2021, American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, and Creating Helpful Incentives to Produce Semiconductors and Science Act of 2022.

 Stimulate innovative technologies and practices to reduce GHG emissions and associated co-pollutants in hard-to-abate sectors.
 Prioritize actions and policies that will be durable, replicable, and provide certainty in pollution reductions.
 Reduce climate pollution while building the clean energy economy in a way that benefits all Americans, provides new workforce 

training opportunities, and effectively addresses environmental injustices in disadvantaged communities.
 Adopt robust metrics and reporting programs to track emission reductions and important benefits throughout their jurisdiction and 

in disadvantaged communities.



City of DSM 2008-2019 GHG Emissions



EPA Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Opportunity

 Funding recipients will need to 
produce and submit three key 
deliverables in Phase I

– A Priority Climate Action Plan (PCAP), due in early 
2024;

– A Comprehensive Climate Action Plan (CCAP), due 
2 years from the date of the award;

– A Status Report, due at the close of the 4-year 
grant period.

 Phase II Implementation grants 
eligibility will require these program 
plans.



EPA Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Opportunity

 Eligible activities in planning phases:
– Staffing and contractual costs necessary to develop the deliverables identified in this document;
– Planning and implementing meetings, workshops, and convenings to foster collaboration among and between levels 

of government, the public, and key stakeholders;
– Outreach and education for stakeholders and members of the public
– Subawards to municipalities, air pollution control agencies, regional planning organizations, non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs), academic institutions, etc.;
– Modeling and analytical costs, including purchase or licensing of software, data, or tools;
– Studies, assessments, data collection, etc., needed to develop the required deliverables;
– Evaluation and metrics-tracking activities;
– Training and staff capacity-building costs;
– Supplies (e.g., office supplies, software;, printing, etc.);
– Incidental costs related to the above activities, including but not limited to travel, membership fees, and indirect 

costs; and/or,
– Other allowable activities as necessary to complete the required deliverables.



EPA Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Opportunity

 MPO staff is seeking input and direction
 If the State of Iowa officially declines to participate, the next steps in the

process will include:
 MPO board action in April to submit a notice of intent to participate to EPA by April 28th

 Submission of an application to EPA by May 31st

 EPA awards announced summer 2023
 MPO budget amendment to program award



UPCOMING EVENTS



Upcoming Events

Full list & links in agenda packet

 FHWA 2-part Webinar Series on State DOTs Carbon Reduction Strategy 
Development
 March 29, 2023, from 3:00 to 4:30 pm Eastern (Ohio, Vermont, and Tennessee DOTs)
 April 6, 2023, from 3:00 to 4:30 pm Eastern (Colorado, Massachusetts, and California DOTs)

 Recording: Electrified Cities: Federal Funding for Local Governments
 Recording: MPO EV Series: Electric Vehicles in Emergency Management

https://usdot.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_ksSMd0DgSHSbb1wXnoR0e
https://usdot.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_EwiABm6JRH6zhyda0_CIEA
https://electrificationcoalition.org/february-17-electrified-cities-federal-funding-for-local-governments/
https://dmampo.org/2023/02/15/22466/


OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST



March 23, 2023, Agenda

1. Call to Order
2. VOTE: Approval of Agenda
3. VOTE: Approval of Meeting Minutes  
4. PUBLIC COMMENT on MPO Actions 
5. REPORT and VOTE: Priority Project List for Greater Des Moines Partnership D.C. Trip
6. REPORT and VOTE: FFY 2023-2026 Transportation Improvement Program Amendments
7. REPORT and VOTE: Water Trails BUILD Grant Payment Approval
8. REPORT: EPA Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Opportunity
9. REPORT: Upcoming Events
10. Other Non-Action Items of Interest to the Committee
11. Next Meeting Date – April 20, 2023 – 4:00 p.m. 
12. Adjournment
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