
 

 

XX.XX DEFINITIONS. 
 
Rely on State Code Definitions contained in 321.1 rather than codifying additional definitions / 
language. 
 Specifically: 

1. 321.1(20B) – “Electric personal assistive mobility device” 
2. 321.1(36A) – “Low-speed electric bicycle” 
3. 321.1(40)(a) – “Motorcycle” 
4. 321.1(40)(b) – “Motorized bicycle” 
5. 321.1(40)(c) – “Bicycle” 
6. 321.1(42)(a) – “Motor Vehicle” 
7. 321.1(51A) – “Pedestrian conveyance” 
8. 321.1(90) – “Vehicle” 

 
For the purpose of this section, “Personal Transportation Device” means any product by which a 
person can ride on or upon, to include electric personal assistive mobility device, low-speed 
electric bicycle, bicycle, and pedestrian conveyance, excluding strollers and wheelchairs.  
Personal Transportation Device does not include Motorized Bicycle. 
 
For the purposes of this section, all terms shall have the meanings ascribed to them in Iowa Code 
Chapter 321, unless otherwise specifically defined herein. Any reference to terms not defined in 
this section shall be interpreted in accordance with the definitions set forth in Iowa Code Chapter 
321. 
 
XX.XX TRAFFIC CODE APPLIES. 
 
1.  Every person, including a peace officer, operating any personal transportation device upon 
any roadway or in any bicycle lane shall be subject to the provisions of Iowa Code Chapter 321 
and have all the rights and duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle, except those provisions 
which by their nature can have no application or those provisions for which specific exceptions 
have been set forth regarding police bicycles. 
 
2.  Personal Transportation Devices are not subject to registration, licensure, titling, inspection, 
and proof of financial liability coverage provisions of Iowa Code Chapter 321, unless otherwise 
specifically called out in Iowa Code. 
 
3.  Operators of Personal Transportation Devices are not required to possess a driver’s license or 
permit, unless otherwise specifically called out in Iowa Code. 
 
  



 

 

XX.XX PLACE OF OPERATION. 
 
1.  Roadways and Streets. 
 

A.  When operating on any roadway or street, operators of any personal transportation 
device shall operate in the same manner and follow the same state and local laws 
applicable to motorized vehicles. 
 

B. This section does not apply to the use of personal transportation devices in a parade 
or special event authorized by the city. 

 

 
2.  Sidewalks and Multi-Use Trails 
 

A. Personal transportation devices may be allowed on sidewalks and multi-use trails 
unless otherwise posted prohibiting operation. 
 

B. No personal transportation device operating at a speed exceeding 20 miles per hour 
shall be operated on any sidewalk or multi-use trail. 
 

XX.XX  EQUIPMENT 
 
1. Lighting.  Any personal transportation device operated from sunset to sunrise shall be 

equipped with a white light on the front visible from a distance of at least three hundred feet 
to the front and with a light on the rear exhibiting a red light visible from a distance of three 
hundred feet to the rear; except that a red reflector may be used in lieu of a rear light, in 
accordance with Iowa Code 321.397. 
 

 
XX.XX  RESPONSIBLE OPERATION 
 
1. Number of Persons.  The operator of any personal transportation device shall not carry more 

persons at one time than the number for which the device was designed and equipped, and 
the operator shall be positioned upon the device as the device was designed. 

 
2. Speed.  A person shall not operate any personal transportation device at a speed greater than 

what is reasonable and safe based on conditions at the time of operations to include 
environment, weather, pedestrians, and other considerations. 

3. Stopping.  Every personal transportation device should be capable of coming to a complete 
stop within a safe distance. 

 
4. Control.  Any person operating any personal transportation device shall maintain control at 

all times while operating. 
 



 

 

5. Reckless Operation.  No person shall operate any personal transportation device in an 
irregular, careless or reckless manner without due regard for the safety of the operator, other 
persons and property. 

 
6. Right of Way.  Operators of any personal transportation devices shall yield the right of way to 

any pedestrians not using pedestrian conveyances.   
 
7. Entering or Crossing of Roadway.  Unless crossing at a controlled intersection where official 

traffic control devices give the operator visual instruction to cross (i.e. green traffic light or 
white pedestrian crossing signal), operators of any personal transportation devices shall come 
to a complete stop and wait to enter or cross any roadway until they ensure it is safe to do so 
unless entering or crossing at a controlled intersection with traffic control devices indicating 
right-of-way to enter or cross the roadway. 

 
8. Audible Signal.  The operator of any personal transportation device overtaking or passing 

any other pedestrian or cyclist should give an audible signal before overtaking or passing. 
 
9. Towing and Clinging to Vehicles.  No person operating any personal transportation device 

shall attach themselves or the personal transportation device to any moving motor vehicle.  
This shall not prohibit the attaching of a trailer or accessory designed for use with the 
personal transportation device. 

 
10. Use of Personal Electronics.  Operators of any personal transportation device shall not use any 

personal electronics that impair their ability to maintain control of said device 
11. Impaired Operation.  No persons shall operate any personal transportation device while under 

the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
 
XX.XX PENALTIES.  Violations of this section are a simple misdemeanor. 
 
Themes not addressed: 

 PURPOSE 
 SCOPE OF REGULATIONS 
 MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATIONS 
 ACTIONS AGAINST BICYCLISTS… 
 CROSSWALK PROTECTIONS 
 PARKING 
 PEDICABS 


